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A WORD FROM THE PROVINCIAL 

The Year in Retrospect – Some Highlights! 

For many of us, it may seem as if it was only just yesterday that we entered this 

year 2014 and yet, we cannot deny it but we are almost out of it! Whether we are 

ready or not, the new year will shortly be ushered in! We thank the omnipotent 

God by whose grace and providence has brought us thus far. 

As the Christmas season peaks and preparations for the New Year are set in 

motion, the regular practice of looking back on the year and ourselves, be it as 

individuals or as a community, recalling and evaluating our performance is once 

again a worthwhile thing to always do. We must take the caution however, not to 

focus our norm of measure of our achievements or failures only in terms of 

material things, but even more importantly, make Christ himself, the Divine Word 

whose incarnation we commemorate again, to be the very lens through which we 

may carry out our evaluations. Thus, Christ our Redeemer and his Good News 

should at all costs be the basis of this exercise. To this must be added the 

Constitutions of our Society. Especially as we begin the Year of the Consecrated 

Life inaugurated by Papa Francesco and the challenge of the theme of the year to 

“wake up the world,” I believe that it is the Spirit of Christ himself who will enable 

us take in his life and teachings and values. It is he who will give us the grace to 

radically embrace his calling, for apart from him, we can do nothing (Jn 15:5). 

We had entered this year with the flow of the jubilee celebrations from last year marking 

the 75 to 76 years of the presence of the SVD in Ghana. We thank the Lord for all the 

memories of our hardworking pioneers and predecessors, the good examples they left 

behind, but also the not so good ones which nevertheless bequeath to us useful guides 

for improved living and witness in our own time. Once again, I seize the opportunity to 

thank all who put in so much efforts to enable us celebrate the events appreciably. It is in 

connection with this that we also thank very much our Superior General Very Rev. Fr. 

Heinz Kulüke who was able to be present with us at the closing Mass on November 22. He 

had the chance to visit some of our districts and also meet with some of the confreres in 

as much time as could be available. His presence gave us more insights into our treasured 

Society and at the same time challenged us to bring Christ and his love to the margins of 

society. Some of the articles which follow in this issue highlight this. 

Another major event that occurred in our province this year is the naming of the new 

administration that started work over six months ago. As we thank Fr. Thomas D’Mello 

and the previous administration for their leadership roles, we would like to call upon all of 

us to put our hands together on board, be ready and dedicated as our Founding 

Generation and our predecessors here and so move our province forward! May the Divine 

Word truly assist us all to witness to him living out the Divine Word in our daily lives and 

thus bring a change to the world; a change for the better! 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 2015!       George Angmor 
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““AAnndd  tthhee  

wwoorrdd  wwaass  

mmaaddee  fflleesshh  

AANNDD  DDWWEELLTT  

AAMMOONNGG  UUSS””  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

GGoodd  sseeeekkiinngg  ttoo  
iinnfflluueennccee  hhuummaanniittyy    

iiss  aatt    tthhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  
CChhrriissttmmaass  ssttoorryy;;  
LLiigghhtt  ccoommiinngg  iinnttoo  
tthhee  ddaarrkknneessss;;  aa  

ssaavviioouurr  sshhoowwiinngg  uuss  
tthhee  wwaayy......””  
Adam Hamilton 
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Arrivals 

 Fr. Francis Dolagbenu [ECU] for his first  home leave 

 Fr. Jojo Monoth and Tomy Kanjiramalayil returned after their deserved home leave in India. 

 Fr. Joseph Kallanchira, the AFRAM Zonal coordinator came for AFRAM formators’ meeting. 

 Fr. Max Weber the General Secretary of education came for AFRAM formators’ meeting. 

 Fr. Heinz Kulüke the Superior General came for the 75th Anniversary Closing Mass. 

 Fr. Peter Accorley, Provincial of Togo came  to join the celebration of 75th Anniversary Closing Mass. 

 Fr. Georges Mondo who completed training here in June and went home to D. R. Congo for ordination arrived on 

3rd  December to work on his visa for Czech. 

 

Departure 

 Fr. Joseph Kallanchira, the Afram zonal coordinator back to Togo 

 Fr. Max Weber the General Secretary of education to the United States 

 Fr. Heinz Kulüke  the Superior General back to the Generalate. 

 Fr. Peter Accorley, Provincial of Togo back to Togo 

Pray for our dead 

 Brother Lutwin Dollwet who died in Germany on the 19
th
 November and buried on the 22

nd
 Nov. 2014 

 Sr. Defensora Maria van Gogh, SSpS who died in the Netherlands 21
st
 Nov. 2014. 

 Veronica Yaa Asantewaa, the mother of our confrere Fr. Henry Kwaku Duah. The funeral would be held at 

Kwahu-Oda (along Nkawkaw-Kumasi road) on Saturday 24
th
 January, 2014  

Appointments and transfers 

 Fr. Julius Keeke has been transferred from St Charles Lwanga Parish, Abeka to St Maria Goretti Parish, Battor. 

He has since reported. 

 Fr. Benard Appiah to Margaret Mary, Dansoman, he is yet to report. 

 Fr. Francis Allah as Chaplain of St. Paul Technical School and priest in charge of Kukurantumi Catholic 

community. 

 Fr. Thomas D’Mello – Director, DWCCC, Adoagyiri. 

 Fr. John Prempeh to Charles Lwanga, Abeka. 

 Fr. Sofronio Endoma is appointed to Donkorkrom to be in-charge of the island stations. 
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SOUTHERN FAMILY FEAST 2015 

AT MADONNA, KOFORIDUA 

FRIDAY 30TH JANUARY, 2015 
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Superior General arrived in Ghana 

 

A 10-man delegation including our lay partners led by Fr. George 

Angmor, the Provincial Superior was at the Kotoka International Airport 

to welcome Fr. Heinz Kulüke, SVD Superior General to the province. 

Father General came to join the confreres to climax the year-long 

celebration of the  75th Anniversary of the presence of Divine Word 

Missionaries in Ghana.   A press conference scheduled to be held at the 

Airport  could not take place  there  due to on-going refurbishment 

works.   It was rather transferred to Christ the King Parish, Cantonments. 

During the Press conference, Fr General   outlined the purpose of his 

visit, “to thank the confreres and Ghanaians; and to celebrate our 

achievements in these 75 years here in Ghana” he said.  

In an answer to the question of what is the impact of the SVD in Ghana 

in these 75 years and the way forward, Fr. General said SVD has 

contributed in diverse ways and has obviously contributed immensely to 

what Ghana is today. “Ghanaians are talented and many of our Ghanaian 

confreres in our missions abroad are doing tremendously well; my own 

secretary in Rome is from Ghana”, he said. For the way forward,  he said 

missionaries are needed all over the world and he is  challenging the 

confreres in Ghana not to look at only options in Ghana but all over the 

world especially our neighbouring countries. He mentioned that if not for 

the outbreak of ebola in Liberia, some confreres from the Province of 

Ghana would have reported there to open up a new mission for the SVD. 

He called on the confreres to work with our lay partners for an effective 

missionary work. 
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Fr. General flanked by the Provincial Fr. Angmor 
on the left and Fr. Quaye-Foli, a Councillor. 

 

 

At the press conference at Christ the King Parish 

The 75
th

 Anniversary closing Mass 

The day for the anniversary closing Mass was Saturday 22 
nd

 November at The Holy Spirit Cathedral.  The congregation 

was made up of representatives of the various lay organisations in the church in their regalia to add colour to the day. Also 

in the congregation were representatives of various religious congregations. A short ceremony was held at the grotto  

before the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Bishop’s garden. This was led by Bishop Vincent Boi-Nai, SVD, Bishop of Yendi 

after which the long procession begun into the Cathedral. Concelebrating among others were the Vicar General of the 

Archdiocese of Accra, representatives from Koforidua and Techiman. The Superior of the SMA in Ghana was present. 

Most Rev. Charles Palmer-Buckle , the Archbishop of Accra who welcomed Fr. General and all to the celebrations was 

full of praises for the SVD. He recalled the great contributions of the SVD to the Diocese. He made reference to the role 

the SVD brothers played in designing and practically building the Cathedral with their hands.  

 

Delivering the sermon Most Rev. Gabriel Kumordji, SVD, Bishop of the Apostolic Vicariate of Donkorkrom 

acknowledged the works of the SMA who sowed the seed. Amidst difficulties they started a school. Having been very 

instrumental in education right from the beginning, he called on the government to consider giving back the mission 

schools to the church to manage. 

The early missionaries loved the mission and invested their whole life. The present generation is challenged also to face 

the realities of the day; fast growing technologies, economies, people working from the comfort of their  homes among 

others should reflect in our pastoral approach. 
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Bishop Kumordji outlined a few points for our reflection: 

1.      We have misplaced the Word of God which is the source of our lives, especially the Divine Word, sometimes 

business books have become the Bible of the day. 

2. We have misplaced virtues with secular values. The theological virtues of faith, hope and charity are making way for 

temporal values. 

3. We have misplaced the primary source of mission; identifying with the poor has become an issue. Sometimes we 

consider some jobs are not meant for us. He stressed that mission is first of all God's mission and not ours. 

He posed the question, “What would the mission be like in 25 years from now?” He recommended that the members of 

the Divine Word Missionaries and their friends should build a multicultural missionary community through dialogue and 

workshop and to team up to build a self - reliant province.  

He appealed to the society to forge a strong mission office  

to support the mission both local and abroad. 

 

Choreography of flag ceremony was held to depict the  

growth of the SVD in Ghana; for grooming local SVDs who are serving in various provinces of the SVD worldwide. The 

flags of the various countries where Ghanaian SVDs are serving were carried to the sanctuary by the novices amidst a 

brief commentary.  In the same vein, a mosaic bearing the photographs    of all the confreres was prepared and one 

bearing the photos of all ex-provincials over the 75 years and this was carried in a procession and presented. 

In his speech, Fr. Heinz Kulüke, The Superior General who was the Guest of Honour, thanked Ghana for the support the 

SVD has received over these years. He said there are 164 Ghanaian confreres in the Society, 82 of whom are ministering 

in other missions all over the world, and there are three Ghanaian-born bishops. “We thank God for his abundant 

blessings over these 75 years.” He concluded. 

 

The presence of Fr. General added colour to the celebration and some of our lay faithful took photos with him. His 

presence has obviously been a motivation for the confreres to work with love and enthusiasm to know, live and share the 

word to change the world so that in the next 25 years we would come together again to celebrate the centenary. 
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A traditional queen mother presenting the 
Book of the Gospel to be proclaimed. 

 
A seminarian praying a bidding prayer 
in Chinese 

 

A section of the congregation. 

 

 Praying at the grotto before the 
Mass 

  Fr. General in the procession into the 
Cathedral for the Mass 

The Bishops in the procession 
into the Cathedral for the Mass 

The anniversary cake 
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Fr. General’s impressions of the province 

 
Although Fr. General's invitation to the Province was 

mainly to be part of the 75th Anniversary closing Mass, he 

took the opportunity to visit as many communities as 

possible and interacted with many confreres at their places 

of work. 

Soon upon arrival he was with the McCarthy Hill 

community where he interacted with our retired confreres 

and some members of the Accra District. 

He visited the institute of Continuing Formation (ICF) 

Elmina, where Fr. Vincent Owusu is as the Director. 

 He visited the Arnold Janssen Spirituality Centre at Tuba, 

and our communities at New Aplaku, Dansoman and 

Tesano. Other places visited were the two formation houses 

in Tamale, as well as TICCS and Yendi; where he paid 

courtesy calls on the Bishops of Yendi and Tamale. The 

Superior General also visited our SVD Novitiate, the 

English Language Centre and the St Peter’s Secondary 

School in Nkwatia, Kwahu.  

In Accra he called on the Archbishop of Accra as well as 

the Nuncio. He was unable to meet Bishop Afrifa of 

Koforidua, as the Bishop was visiting Rome and our SVD 

Generalate at the time. Having had this cursory experience 

of the Ghana Province the Superior General shares his 

impressions. 

"I saw good works of very dedicated confreres and I was 

touched by the commitment of confreres and the great love 

shown by the people to our confreres. I witnessed 

challenging situations, very poor and the overwhelming 

needs in the parishes where our confreres minister. I think 

confreres should go beyond pastoral work, and together 

with the people explore the possibilities of projects that can 

uplift the poor in their human situations” the Superior 

General reiterated. 

He continued: “We need to get involved in formal 

education at all levels, including sponsoring of vocational 

courses and programmes. 

I am convinced that the only way out of poverty and misery 

is education. Informal education for our partners in the 

parishes should be championed not only in the rural 

parishes but in the cities (among those living in the 

marginalised areas) as well. For example the 75th 

anniversary project is a special mark of our apostolate. 
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There is the need for an ongoing education for confreres to 

deepen their knowledge in handling with greater effect issues 

related to families in general, and most especially the 

families in crisis and in most need. A great deal of families 

suffers abuse in different forms; and I believe, confreres 

need special training to handle effectively such situations. 

Lay people could be trained as well, and encouraged to be 

involved in the family related ministry as volunteers. We as 

missionaries should become animators and not to do it all by 

ourselves. We need to involve our lay partners. We should 

learn to delegate. 

Our genuine encounter with the lay faithful enables them to 

realise their own calling, as missionaries, just as our 

founder always emphasised. We cannot realise to the full, 

our missionary endeavours unless this is done in 

collaboration with our lay faithful. 

We are not social workers. Lay partners need spiritual 

foundation to be able to fall in love with the Lord. Confreres 

should facilitate those encounters”. 

Fr Superior General also emphasised the importance of 

coming together as confreres to discuss and evaluate what 

we do as individuals and communities in order to see how 

well we remain focussed, and on course with the SVD ideals 

He further explained: “Ghana would be poorer without the 

religious congregations like the SVDs. The year of the 

Consecrated life, next year, is an opportunity to highlight 

our role as SVDs in Ghana. 

On our involvement in parish work, it should be noted that 

our founder did not want to get involved so much in parish 

work. If anything at all, it should be primary evangelization 

in collaboration with the diocese.  

We can do a lot of specialised apostolates in the parishes. 

We are extremely grateful to the bishops who are interested 

in our work and invite us to work with them. My appeal to 

them is to support our missionary activity by making it 

possible for the parishes which we have helped established, 

and handed over to the dioceses, to support missionary 

projects in the less endowed parishes so that the meagre 

funds available at the Generalate could be channelled into 

formation.” 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Proceeds from the sale of the anniversary 
Magazines should be deposited                  

at the province treasury. 
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Fr. General at Dansoman 

To witness the Ghanaian parish mass, St. Margaret Mary, 

Dansoman was chosen to welcome the Superior General who 

presided over the Sunday liturgy of the feast of Christ the 

King.  The choice of Dansoman was obvious because of the 

strong presence of the friends of the SVD.  

 

 Concelebrating with him were; Frs. George Angmor, 

Provincial, Patrick Ofori, Parish Priest; Peter Kabutey, 

Assistant Parish Priest; Andrew Obeng, Novice Master; 

Stephen Dogodzi, Mission Secretary. 

 

Present in their numbers were the Friends of the SVD 

from  Dansoman, Abeka, Ashaman, Chirst the King Accra, 

Agomanya and Donkorkrom.   

Preaching the sermon, Fr. Andrew Obeng said, we are all 

shepherds to  serve and not to be served, to feed the sheep and 

not to use the sheep to feed ourselves. 

Fr. General also delivered a speech in which he said he was 

happy about the active participation of the faithful in the 

church. 

At the same celebration the Knights of Marshall presented a 

set of 6 computers to the SVD Novitiate. 

 

The Friends of the SVD had the chance after the mass to 

interact with Fr. General and a presentation of beads were 

made to him.  During the interaction Fr. General ask them to 

invite their family members also to join their group. . He 

appealed to them to  use their expertise to help the SVD . 

The Friends had a lunch with him. 

 

Remarking on the General some of the Friends of the SVD 

expressed admiration for his simplicity. 

Fr. Stephen Dogodzi, SVD 

AFRAM FORMATION BOARD ASSEMBLY AT 

NSAWAM 

 
 

Divine Word Missionaries, Ghana Province has set a pace 

that is commendable. For the past 75 years, the zealous 

missionaries have been serving across the  length and 

breadth of Ghana and on 22nd November 2014, a grand 

celebration took place in Holy Spirit Cathedral, Accra to 

mark the anniversary. People from all walk of life 

participated in the celebrations. It was a blissful and 

memorable experience.  Coincidentally, AFRAM 

Formation Board had a meeting in Ghana around the same 

period. 

 

The AFRAM Formators’ Assembly 2014 began on 23rd 

November 2014 at the Divine Word Conference Centre at 

Adoagyiri-Nsawam, Ghana. The program started with a 

Bible Service in the chapel at 3: 30pm. This was followed 

by a word of welcome by the Provincial Superior of Ghana 

Province, Fr. George Clement Angmor, SVD.   

Participants of the assembly were from: Ghana, Togo - 

Benin, DR. Congo, Angola, Kenya - Tanzania, Zambia, 

and Madagascar. The AFRAM Zonal Coordinator, Fr. 

Joseph Babu Kallanchira, SVD and the General Secretary 

for Formation and Education, Fr. Mark Weber, SVD were 

also present. The assembly was beautifully planned by the 

Zonal Area Coordinator for Formation, Fr. John Alphonse 

Asiedu, SVD, Prefect of CFC Tamale. 

 

The opening session was graced by the presence of the 

Superior General, Fr. Heinz Kulüke, SVD who gave the 

keynote address. In his address, the Superior General 

spoke on the theme: “Formation for Mission – Inter Gentes 

– Putting the Last First”. He further elaborated on the 

following areas of concern: Initial Formation, Formation 

for Holistic Service, Family and  

 

 Vocation, the Poor as Formators, Healthy Integration of Sexual Orientation of Candidates, and Brother Formation. Also, a 

captivating workshop that engulfed all participants and put them into the mood was on the theme, “Formation as Teamwork 

in Intercultural Setting” by Bishop Gabriel Kumordji, SVD, Donkorkrom Vicariate.  

The assembly addressed several issues pertaining to formation in various Provinces and AFRAM Zone in general. Among 

other important topics, the following areas were extensively discussed: Interculturality in Formation, Training Formators in 

Interculturality, Exchange of Formators, Province Region Mission’s (PRM) Training of Formators, Personnel and Guidelines 

for Exit of Formandi. In addition, the Timing of Overseas Training Program (OTP) and Pastoral Year (PY) were discussed 

taking into account some concerns raised by the Generalate with regards to the young confreres applying for Perpetual Vows 

when they are doing their OTP/PY, an issue which is pertinent only to Ghana and DR. Congo.   

As part of the program to break the monotony, a day was set for outing. The participants went to the Elmina Castle in the  
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Graduation at Language centre 

The Divine Word Language Centre situated at St. Peter’s 

Senior Secondary School is a centre for English as a second 

language. It is for those who arrived in Ghana without the 

English language to stay and to study the language as a 

second language before embarking on their assignment 

either within the country or abroad. Established in 1996 

with the arrival of some Congolese and Angolan 

seminarians who needed to study English to pursue 

academic work at St. Victor’s the centre has prepared a 

number of missionaries including seminarians and those 

going to other English countries or for Nemi course. 

 

 

 

 
 

On Tuesday the 16
th
 of December, the centre celebrated  the 

graduation of four students who have successfully 

completed the course. Present at the celebration were Fr. 

Andrew Quaye-Foli, SVD a provincial councillor 

representing the Provincial, Sr. Dinah Ofosu, SSpS 

Provincial leader, other SVDs and SSpS.  

 A Mass was celebrated to thank God for His guidance and 

it was presided over by Fr. Quaye-Foli. In his homily he 

recalled his language learning days as a seminarians and as 

a missionary when he had to learn Dagbani,  Konkomba 

and to learn French. The frustration in coming from a 

different country to learn a new language can be 

overwhelming so if the Lord has accompanied the group to 

complete the program , it is in order that we come together 

to thank God with them.  

He said language learning is itself a ministry and he 

believes that a language school is a place that makes a 

learner humble; it is being humble that one learns.  

Following the Mass was the social part with a line-up of 

activities and speeches. Sr. Dinah, SSpS expressed how 

proud she was to see her sisters speaking English fluently 

after a few months of embarking on the language learning 

program. “I recall when I picked them from the airport; they 

could not utter absolutely a word in English and today here 

they are speaking English with such confidence, I am so 

impressed”. She added.  

 

The teachers on their part expressed their gratitude to God 

for making it possible to teach people who have passed 

the language age.  

Br. Peter Edze, SVD the director of the centre shared 

some of the experiences the team has had with the 

learners. For him each comes with a talent and “the 

presence of the Sisters makes me feel like I am in a 

novitiate, the community spiritual activities and sharing 

are really nourishing” he said.  He outlined some of the 

challenges facing the centre: There is a need to get a 

learning laboratory with the necessary computers to 

facilitate students learning. “I pray that a donor can come 

to our aid.” He appealed. Certificates were awarded to 

each graduating students. 

  

Some of the graduating students interviewed later  have 

these to say: 

Fr. Peter Loan, SVD from Vietnam:  

“Before   I arrived in Ghana I prepared myself to face the 

suffering that would come my way since I did not know 

any word in English. However, upon arrival, I was 

surprised how fast I picked the language. This came about 

as a result of the friendliness of the staff and the Ghanaian 

people in general. We are from 4 different countries, 

India, Indonesia, Brazil, Vietnam and with the rest of the 

staff from Ghana; we formed a family.  

The remarkable experience for me is feeling at home; I 

really felt accepted by the people around me and that 

created the right atmosphere to study the language fast. Of 

course, the serene physical environment also added to 

make studying at the Divine Word language centre 

comfortable. 

Sr. Khristina, SSpS from Indonesia: 

Our teachers are very good; they never got tired of 

teaching us. As an Indonesian, English is quite difficult as 

it has no link with any of the languages in Indonesia. 

However, I can say with pride that today I can 

communicate in English. One thing that impressed me 

was the freedom to speak and make mistakes and through 

that I was corrected and that helped me to improve on the 

learning of the language. 

 

 
Fr. Peter Loan receiving  
his certificate from Sr.Dinah 

 

 
The students performing  
before the guests 

 

Central Region. They also had a brief stop at the Institute for Continuing Formation (ICF), Elmina where Fr. Vincent 

Kwame Owusu, SVD is the Director. It was a good experience. They also planned to visit the Kakum National park but 

that was thwarted by the unfavourable weather. The assembly closed on 30th November, 2014.  

 

By. Fr. Samuel Yaw Adu, SVD 
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Memorial Mass for Bro. Lutwin Dollwet and Sr. Defensora, SSpS 

 
News of death irrespective of the age is always received with sadness. So was the situation of the announcement of 

Bro. Lutwin which occurred on the 19
th
 of November. Those of us who have been fond of him could not imagine that 

Lutwin is no more. He arrived in Ghana in 1961 in temporal vows and fell in love with Ghana so much that he took 

his final vows in Ghana in 1963 and has been working in Ghana till 2006 when he was invited by Bishop Frank 

Nubuasah the Ghanaian SVD working in Botswana to help in the administration of the vicariate. 

The landmarks of his life is as follows: 

He started tailoring with Br Marcus with 10 apprentices  and taught algebra at St. Martin's School. 

With Br. Tarcisius, he built the Schola Cantorum Choral Choir, and  the Legion of Mary group in Adoagyiri which 

exists today.  

In 1967, he became Regional procurator.  

In October 1975, he started the "Catholic Book Centre" .  

Other areas are: 

- 1983 started the Verbo-farm in Battor. 

- 1989- 1989  he became the  technical manager of Holy Family Hospital at Nkawkaw.  

- 1990s supervised the construction of the Theologate in Tamale.  

- 1999 – 2006 Provincial Treasurer 

As we were grieving over Bro. Lutwin, the news came of the death of Sr. Defensora, SSpS who passed away on the 

21
st
 of November in the Netherlands. She arrived in Ghana soon after her perpetual vows in 1953 and has been in 

Ghana till ill health made her to return to the Netherlands in 2012. 

She was well remembered for the many poor people’s life she touched whilst working at the Holy Family Hospital, 

Nkawkaw as a paediatric consultant. Her contribution of bringing relief to poor children attracted the Dutch 

government to give her an award. 

A memorial Mass was held in their honour on the 17
th
 November at Nkawkaw where both deceased spent a greater 

part of their lives as missionaries. The Mass was presided over by Most Rev. Joseph Afrifah-Agyekum, the Bishop of 
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PPRRAAYYEERR  FFOORR  TTHHEE  YYEEAARR  OOFF    

CCOONNSSEECCRRAATTEEDD  LLIIFFEE  

  

OO  GGoodd,,  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  aaggeess  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ccaalllleedd  wwoommeenn  aanndd  mmeenn  

ttoo  ppuurrssuuee  lliivveess  ooff  ppeerrffeecctt  cchhaarriittyy  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  eevvaannggeelliiccaall  ccoouunnsseellss  

ooff  ppoovveerrttyy,,  cchhaassttiittyy,,  aanndd  oobbeeddiieennccee..  

DDuurriinngg  tthhiiss  YYeeaarr  ooff  CCoonnsseeccrraatteedd  LLiiffee,,  wwee  ggiivvee  yyoouu  tthhaannkkss  

ffoorr  tthheessee  ccoouurraaggeeoouuss  wwiittnneesssseess  ooff  FFaaiitthh  aanndd  mmooddeellss  ooff  iinnssppiirraattiioonn..  

TThheeiirr  ppuurrssuuiitt  ooff  hhoollyy  lliivveess  tteeaacchheess  uuss  ttoo  mmaakkee    

aa  mmoorree  ppeerrffeecctt  ooffffeerriinngg  ooff  oouurrsseellvveess  ttoo  yyoouu..  

CCoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  eennrriicchh  yyoouurr  CChhuurrcchh  bbyy  ccaalllliinngg  ffoorrtthh  ssoonnss  aanndd  ddaauugghhtteerrss  wwhhoo,,  

hhaavviinngg  ffoouunndd  tthhee  ppeeaarrll  ooff  ggrreeaatt  pprriiccee,,  

ttrreeaassuurree  tthhee  KKiinnggddoomm  ooff  HHeeaavveenn  aabboovvee  aallll  tthhiinnggss..  

TThhrroouugghh  oouurr  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt,,  yyoouurr  SSoonn,,  

wwhhoo  lliivveess  aanndd  rreeiiggnnss  wwiitthh  yyoouu  

iinn  tthhee  uunniittyy  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt,,  

oonnee  GGoodd,,  ffoorreevveerr  aanndd  eevveerr..    

AAmmeenn..  

 

Koforidua, with a few concelebrating priests including Fr. George Angmor, the SVD Provincial Superior. The 

homilist was Fr, Alphonse Amanor who recounted the good deeds of our brother and sister. 

In a tribute read by the staff of Holy Family Hospital,   Sr. Defensora was highly remembered for being the pioneer 

missionary who saw the establishment of the Out Patient Clinic which was later converted into a hospital to provide 

the much needed basic health services to the people of  Nkawkaw and its surrounding towns and villages. 

Highlights of Sr. Defense as she was affectionately called at Nkawkaw are as follows: 

 On 5
th
 September 1953, this energetic young nurse arrived by boat in the then Gold Coast and four days later 

she was sent to Nkawkaw to work in the clinic, now Holy Family Hospital.  

 In 1956, she was transferred to Kwahu Tafo.  

 In 1959, appointed to be Regional Superior of the Holy Spirit Sisters in Ghana.  

 In 1964, appointed to St. Martin’s Clinic and Maternity, Agomanya.   

 In 1974  to St. Joseph Clinic in Kwahu Tafo.   

In 1980, she returned to Holy Family Hospital, setting up her corner at the Out-Patient Department (OPD) and became 

universally known as ‘Sr. Baako Bra.’ She used these Ghanaian language (Twi) words to call in the patients waiting to 

be called in for treatment. She was also affectionately and jokingly called ‘The Minister of Defence,’ a term coined 

after her name and also for defending the sick who had no money to settle their bills.   

May they rest in perfect peace. Amen. 
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LOVE AND ENTHUSIASM THAT MAKES             

THE MISSIONARY                           By Fr. Martin Dumas  

A Memorable Day of Cultural Exchange at Nanzan Church 

Bazar!!! Very Enriching and fulfilling missionary 

experience of Fr Martin Akwetey Dumas!!! 

Given what we as Ghanaians might have heard about 

Japanese, especially their attitude towards other 

nationalities, can we ever imagine a Japanese learning a 

Ghanaian song and dance at church? Following a popular 

custom of churches here in Japan the Nanzan Catholic 

church also celebrated its Bazar or Church festival on 

26
th
 October with Ghanaian dance and songs. Bazars are 

kinds of free market common customs similar to church 

harvest. We have donation of items from the members for 

sale. The theme for this year’s celebration was “joined in 

love together with the world seeking peace”.  The proposal 

to organize Ghana dance during such celebration was made 

a year ago but it did not see the light of  day due to my 

unexpected home leave because of my mother’s illness. 

After my return in December the celebration was already 

over. I thought that was the end  but to my surprise the 

suggestion was made again for us to have a Ghanaian dance 

during the 2014 Church bazar. With the support of a 

Japanese dance teacher and the few that rehearse with me 

the 2014 Nanzan Church Bazar was a very joyful  and 

eventful celebration. The day began with a joint English and 

Japanese mass at the usual time of 9:30 am on Sunday . 

After Mass the atmosphere was poised with Ewe Gospel 

music  at the background. Within a twinkle of an eye, I 

noticed people of all walks of life searching for the few 

Ghanaian dresses that were made available almost everyone 

was holding a handkerchief to dance Ghanaian dance. We 

copied the Ewe dance that was used for the offertory 

procession during my priestly ordination at Abeka in 2010. 

And later I sang a Krobo song “Wa Nge Mawu Mawu he 

kalo Ko” we have a powerful God. The celebration was  

colourful  with people wearing different Ghanaian  dresses, 

and the whole atmosphere was like home. An example of 

one heart many faces of various people from various 

nationalities felt like Ghanaians and joined with the dance. 

If it is love and enthusiasm that makes a missionary, sharing 

value of our culture with the church community or those we 

minister to can be a strong and an enriching experience to 

our ministry. As missionaries we cannot only say we are 

carrying the Gospel to the people without adding and 

sharing certain values of our culture of our origin. Opening 

our hearts to learn from our people can facilitate and 

promote our ministry. As a child of the universe one needs 

to be versatile. Thanks to the few Ghanaians who  grace the 

occasion and made the day a memorable one. 

 

Fr. Dumas doing the Ghanaian dance 

The Japanese doing the Ghanaian dance 

Two of our  confreres Munsi Roger and 
Bosakaibo Georges from DR Congo also 
Doing the dance 

A group photo of the ‘dancers’ 
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 Mails 

Thank you very much for remembering me in the distribution of home News. Thanks so much for the good work you are 

doing. I am very fine and by his grace my studies are going on well. Time really flies and so if Jesus does not come soon 

by the end of next year I should finish. It has been a very encouraging experience doing academic Reflection on the 

Pastoral work with Migrants and Refugee and trying to see the Role of the Church and the Missionary in the era of 

Migration Crisis. You know from your experience what our brothers and Sisters are going through in Europe. I hope you 

still have the chance to propagate the Message of your good work done many years ago here in Central Europe.       

Wishing you all the best and happy continuous celebrations. 

Kofi Kodom,svd  

 

Greetings from Kenya. I have not written for quite some time now and I strongly believe you are all doing good. 
I am doing fine too even though I have piles and piles of work but I still can say God is good. 

The salutation we have in our Church in Kayole, is “God is good” and the response is “all the time”. I have every 
right to say God is good for the many blessings he has bestowed on me this year. It does not mean I never went 
through hard times, No… hard times have been there but let me first start with all the blessings. 

On the 20th  of July, I celebrated 18 years as a priest and missionary to Kenya. Right after my ordination I was 
assigned to work in Kenya and I have been here ever since. I am very content with what I am doing for the 
people of God here. 

Then on August 1, I celebrated my 50thbirthday. It was a milestone in my life and I have been so grateful to 
God for that. I had a small dinner for a few friends to thank God for all his blessings. I also took the occasion 
to remember my late parents during the holy mass. But one thing that stands out for me on this 50th birthday 
was, I invited some medical personnel from Spain who came and had free Medical camp for two weeks for the 
people of the slums of Ruai, Kayole, Soweto and Mukuru. It was a great work from the medical group, 
Youcanole. 

In the beginning of the year, I encouraged all the Christians that we as a community can support some children 
in our school. Some felt they are too poor to support but I never let anyone out. Together as a Church we 
have been able to pay for the fees of 8 children and the Christian community felt challenged and happy about 
the task. These are some of the blessings. There are others which come as tough blessings since the Lord has 
his hand in them in his own way. 

We are all worried about the Ebola but we pray the Lord to protect us and prevent the world from this illness. 
You will always be in my prayer and in my heart. Like the psalmist in Psalm 23, we can say “though we walk in the 
shadow of death, we fear no evil”. 

Finally, in the beginning of this year, I decided to have a special apostolate for the very poor, needy and the 
aged in our society. At weekends we give food to 43 elderly wretched and poor people, some of whom are on 
the street and have no one taking care of them. These 43 we give packets of maize flour weekly to them. There 
are other sets of street boys and girls. They are numbered between 140 and 160. They have no families; their 
parents are either dead or are also on the street. To them we prepare good meal monthly. Though that is not 
enough, I believe these young ones know that once in every month Fr Tony will prepare a good meal for them to 
eat as humans. I join them in eating and sharing some reflections of the Word of God with them. It is my hope 
that from next year I may improve the feeding programme to a weekly affair for the street children. We are 
still the hands, feet and the love of God to other people. So you see I can rightly say: God is good…all the 
time” 

Peace. 

Fr Tony Amissah, [KEN]   
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 Good day. Big thanks for the efforts to keep us informed about the life and activities of our beloved Province. Thanks 

and may the Lord richly bless and keep you for us. I have been assigned to a new Parish and therefore a new SVD 

community. This is St. Arnold Janssen parish in the north of Togo. It is a 10-minute drive from Mango in the diocese of 

Dapango (Dapaong). Please do pray with me. I have 7 big outstations with the main parish but only a seminarian by my 

side for the time being. It is a big challenge to me. I am counting on your love and support. Thanks and God bless 

again. 

 

Mathias Kudzo Yaadar, Sadori, Togo. 

 

 

        

Course fee for the 40 

days residential course: 

GHc 450.00 
 

The number of course 

participants is limited to 30 

people. Please, register before 

30th June 2014 using the 

attached Application Form. More 

Application Forms are available at 

SVD Guest House Accra, the 

Catholic Book Centre Accra, and 

NCS office of the Laity 

  

 

 

 

Worth Remembering 

January 
01 Vincent Boi-Nai Birthday 

01 Abraham Dzibitor Feast day 

01 Yohanes Lengari Birthday 

02 Asiamah, Dennis +2008 

03 Vinsensius Wangge Birthday 

05 Jacobson Dey  Birthday 

06 Gideon Awudi  B & Feastday 

07 Akumbilim, Abraham B&Feastday 

07 Peter Claver Narh Birthday 

11 Martin Dumas  Birthday 

11 Frederick Timp  Birthday 

12 Kangwa Bwalya  Birthday 

12 Josef Jud  + 1985 

13 Stephen Appiah  Birthday 

14 Anthony Anala  Birthday 

15 Vincent Agbeyome Birthday 

16 Marcelo Oyarzun Feast day 

16 Marcello Rarivoarimanana  Birthday 

16 Harold Rigney  + 1980 

17 Anthony Anala  Feastday 

17 Victor Gbotso  Birthday 

19 Mariusz Pacula  Feast day 

20 Sabastian Sob  Feast day 

20 Sebastian Sperl  Feast day 

22 Borice Randrianirina Birthday 

23 Lawrence Thornton + 2003 

24 Francis Dolagbenu Feastday 

24 Edward Tetteh  Birthday 

26 James O. Amankwah Birthday 

26 Stephen Domelevo Birthday 

26 Stanislaw Gergont Birthday 

26 Titus Tuoyintir                Feastday 

31 Yohanes Lengari Feastday 

31 John K. Tumawu Feast day 

31 Kodzo E.A.J-B Glidoh Feastday 

 

 

February 

01 Joseph Addai  Birthday 

04 Gerald Tanye  Birthday 

06 Titus Tuoyintir  Birthday 

08 Emil Setsoafia  Feastday 

09 Tomy Kanjiramalayil Birthday 

10 Deepak Tigga  Birthday 

10 Josef Glatzel  + 2000 

11 Oswald Bangfo  Birthday 

12 Rafael Mesi  Birthday 

13 Charles Roesslein + 1999 

14 Gatefe, Godwin  Birthday 

15 Boguslaw Berek  Birthday 

16 Dionisius Kopong Ola Birthday 

19 Joseph Panabang Birthday 

19 Andrew Quaye-Foli Birthday 

20 Justin Toda  +2010 

22 Peter Lampitey Forgor Feastday 

22 Titus Grawey  + 1986 

22 Leslie Hatfield  + 1987 

24 Martin Ninnang  Birthday 

24 Mathias Yaadar  Birthday 

24 David Schouten  + 1993 

26 Alex Awuah-Osei Feastday 

28 Oswald Bangfo  Feastday 

 

  

Please do send your 
stories and comments to 

the editor: 

svdghanacom@yahoo.com 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL 


