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A WORD FROM THE PROVINCIAL

"Lent comes
providentially
to reawaken
us, to shake
us from our
lethargy."
Pope Francis

Dear Confreres,
Greetings from the province office where the weather is changing very fast and
becoming hotter!
On the 18th of this month straw ballots will be counted for the nominations of
candidates for vice-provincial and council members, and the candidates will be
communicated to you soon after that. Please write a person’s name only once.
Even if you do not have enough names to write, do not repeat any name.
When I pre-read the newsletter my eyes were opened to the fact that we need to
be very careful as to whom we give accommodations. If we accommodate
somebody, even if it is for a short time, let other elders in the parish or members
in the community know about it. We have also been trying to screen people
coming to the Guest House with all kinds of stories.
We are very happy to know that the Day for Religious has been celebrated in
practically all the dioceses. Many places our SVD confreres were taking the lead
in it. Our SVDs here in Accra were happy with the celebration that took place in
Abeka. Thanks to Fr. Andy Campbell and the host, Fr. Konrad Dreyer.
Last week we had a Conference of Major Superiors Meeting. Both the men’s and
the women’s conferences have come together and formed one mixed
conference. The meeting was held at our Centre in Nsawam and the major
superiors at the meeting were very happy with the place and its hospitality.
Please, the last letter written to you regarding the acute shortage of active SVD
personnel in the province is true, so please help us in proposing the handing over
of our places of work.

Have a
fruitful

Lent

Immediately after the council meeting of Monday, March 17th, I’ll be going to
Tamale for the meeting with the bishops regarding our seminaries there. So the
whole week I should be absent from the office. Please pray that everything goes
well with us.
Yours in the Divine Word,
Thomas D’Mello, SVD
Provincial Superior
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Arrivals
 Fr. John Duah Prempeh returned on 11th Feb. 2014 after his further studies in Rome.
 Fr. Sofronio Endoma returned from Nemi and Home leave on the 3rd of March and he is back in
Kwahu Tafo.
 Fr. Francis Allah arrived from Botswana.

Departure
 Fr. Francis Mastan went home for his home leave, 22nd Dec.2013
 Fr. Benjamin Asare left on 21st January 2014 for Leuven for further studies hopefully to return to
strengthen our formation programme
 Fr. Robert Baba Nimyamah [PAR] left on the 20th Feb for his province after his deserved vacations.

Pray for our sick
 Please pray for Fr. Paul Agbeyome who is in hospital.

Pray for our dead
 Fr. Bernhard Rakers died in St. Wendel, Germany on 07 March, 2014. He worked for many years in
Ghana.
 The mother of Sr. Winifred Tovour SSpS. Who has since been buried.
 The uncle of Father Nicholas Aazine: Mr. Pascal Yirsob who died on the 23th of February 2014. The
funeral was on 23rd March at St. Augustine Parish Ashaiman


Provincial-elect, Fr. Angmor
In February the General Superior appointed Fr. George Angmor as the
Provincial Superior of the SVD Ghana Province for the triennium 20142017. We bring you his profile.
Fr. George Clement Angmor was born on the 23rdNovember, 1965, the feast
of St. Clement in Agomanya, Odumase- Krobo in the Eastern Region of
Ghana to Mr. Emmanuel Narh Angmor, an auto-electrician and Comfort
Josephine Dede Angmor, a petty trader until she became a mortician
recently. Fr. George is the first born of four siblings, having one sister and
two brothers.
Educational Background: He started his education with Day Nursery in Agomanya, run by the Handmaids of the
Divine Redeemer (HDR), after which he was enrolled in the Roman Catholic Primary School, attending only Class
One. In 1972, he went to live with his uncle, Prof. Charles T. Angmor in Winneba, who was lecturing at the then
Advanced Teacher Training College (A.T.T.C.), now the University College of Education, Winneba, (UCEW) and
continued his education at the Anglican Primary School and A.T.T.C. Demonstration School. He then attended the
Methodist Boys’ Middle School for Form One. He wrote the Common Entrance Exams, passed and gained
admission to Pope John Secondary School (POJOSS) in Koforidua in 1978. There he successfully wrote the
Ordinary and the Advanced Levels of the General Certificate of Education (GCE) in 1983 and 1985 respectively.
After A-Level, Fr. George did his first National Service as a research assistant on a biogas study project at the
Agricultural Engineering Department of the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology. In 1987, he
gained admission into the same university for a two year diploma course in Data Processing at the Computer
Science Department after which he did a second National Service at the former place, but this time, on an irrigation
study project. That ended in 1990. Later in September of the same year, he began his journey in the SVD.
Vocational Journey: In 1985 when Fr. George was completing his A-Level (the Upper Sixth Form), he felt called
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to the priestly missionary life. After initially considering the diocese and the SMA, through his friends and family,
he zeroed onto the SVD. He was ready to commence the seminary training that same year but his family advised him to
spend some time further to ponder over his call and make the right decision so that “he would not regret it afterwards but
to become a good and holy priest”. After five years of studies and discernment he was convinced of his call and
contacted the SVD Vocation Director Fr. Ayem in 1990. He was admitted to the Freinademetz Philosophy House in
Tamale to begin his formation in September 1991. He did his Philosophy at St. Victor’s Seminary from 1991 to 1994
and his Novitiate at Divine Word Novitiate, Nkwatia-Kwahu, from 1994 to 1995 professing his First Vows on 16th
August 1995. He was assigned to CFC Nairobi and studied Theology at Tangaza College, Kenya from 1995 to 2000
with Cross-Cultural Pastoral Year (CCPY) in Parakou, Benin in 1997/98. Fr George professed his Final Vows on 15th
August, 1999 and was ordained deacon on 23rd October, 1999 in Nairobi.
Priestly Ministry: Fr. George was ordained on 5th August, 2000 at his home parish, the Holy Trinity Parish, Agomanya
together with his classmate, Patrick Kofi Kodom (Austrian Province). He began his priestly ministry at St. Dominic
Parish at Adweso-Koforidua, on 29th September, 2000 till 2003 then worked briefly as a formator at St Freinademetz
Philosophy House in Tamale before becoming the Chaplain of St. Paul Technical School (SPATS), and Priest in-charge
of the Sacred Heart Catholic Church of Kukurantumi from July 2004 to July 2005.
He went for further studies and obtained his masters in Guidance and Counseling at the De La Salle University
of Manila (DLSU), Philippines from 2005 to 2008. Immediately after his Masters, he participated in the 5 th SVD
International English Formators Course (Steyl/Nemi) in 2008 and was appointed Director of Novices, Divine Word
Novitiate, Nkwatia-Kwahu, Ghana Province effective 1st August, 2008 to date. In 2010, he was participant of the First
International SVD-SSpS Retreat Workshop for directors of 30-Day Retreats in Steyl. He was once held the office of
president of the Ghana National Association of Religious Formators (NARF). Until his installation as the Provincial he
is the Vice Provincial of the Ghana Province.
Hobbies: Fr. George has a variety of hobbies including gardening, movies, listening to news and music, reading,
traveling, hiking, making friends, correspondence, philately etc. Games: Lawn & table tennis, scrabble, jogging &
volley ball.

Jubilee Family Feast 2014
Planning was far advanced to give a mega 75th anniversary touch to our annual Arnoldus Family
Feast at the Divine Word Catholic Conference Centre at Adoagyiri-Nsawam when the sudden death of our
confrere Bro. Tarcisius de Ruyter occurred on the 15th January 2014.
The solemn expectations to see a blend of performances, hilarious games and sporting activities and
an unprecedented missionary sharing based on our three-quarter of a century’s living and sharing the Word
of God in Ghana was shattered as a result of this sad and unexpected news. Nonetheless, the elaborate
planning that covered a two-day celebration with some special invited guests was reduced to a half day
celebration.
The day opened with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist presided over by Fr. Vincent Kwame
Owusu who celebrates 40 years in vows. As it is customary during Family Feasts, the altar was flanked by
the other Jubilarian priests of the year: Frs. Dionisio Nellas, 25 years in priesthood, John Tumawu, 25
years in vows. Bro. Pius Agyemang who also marked 50 years in vows delivered the homily of the day.
Bro. Pius called on all the religious present to take a relook at their vows and assess their commitment to
them. He exhorted everyone to build an intimate relationship with Christ and remain firm in prayer and
good works.
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Other jubilarians are Fr. Marcelo Oyarzún 25 years in vows, Fr. John
Schilitz, 50 years in vows, Fr. John Duah Prempeh, 25 years in vows. The
rest are Frs. Alphonse Dungdung and Stanislaw Gergont both celebrate 25
years of ordination, and two SSpS Sisters Katherine Quigley and Rowena
Cardinoza who celebrate their silver jubilee in vows.
Also present to grace the occasion was Most Rev. Gabriel Charles PalmerBuckle, the Archbishop of Accra. In a speech, he expressed his appreciation
to the SVD for its contributions not only to the Archdiocese but to him
personally. He traced how he had been closely associated with the SVDs
recalling his father’s association with the SVD who joined the SVDs for
daily morning Mass at the Guest House till his death.
At the end of the Mass, the Province honoured the jubilarians and presented
them with gifts. Frs. Dungdung and Gergont received their gifts at the
northern sector of the family feast. Sr. Dinah Ofosu, the Provincial Leader
of the SSpS in Ghana also presented gifts to the two SSpS silver jubilarians,
Srs. Katherine and Rowena.
Nourished by Word and Sacrament, our confreres together with our sisters
gathered under the refreshing shade of palm trees at the DWCCC to
socialise and share their experiences. Although the atmosphere was filled
with the joy of coming together to celebrate our feast, there was a certain
nostalgia and prayerful mourning for our departed brother. However,
everyone made a conscious effort to light up the celebration in honour of
our two great saints, Arnold and Joseph and also to thank God as Arnoldus
family for the graces received over the past 75 years of missionary service
in Ghana.

Mega Youth Alleluia Praise

in honour of SVD Ghana 75th Ann.
Easter Sunday 20th April, 2014
2.00pm St. Margaret Mary Parish
Dansoman-Accra
COSTUME: 75TH ANNIVERSARY T-SHIRT
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Brother Tarcisius de Ruyter: the
name behind Orthopaedic Centre,
Rest In Peace
It was that special day of the year when
confreres all over the world celebrate the joy of
our Founder’s Day and renew in their spirit the
commitment to the missionary ideals of Saint
Arnold Janssen. It was a bright beautiful day in
Ghana and all our confreres in parishes,
communities and formation houses might have
finished celebrating Masses to mark this special day.
Like
previous
years,
preparations were far underway
towards the annual Family Feast
that gathers the Arnoldus Family
of the southern sector usually at
Nsawam where we celebrate our
unity and missionary efforts.
Gathering at Nsawam a town
surrounded by hills with a
population of about 30,000 has
always been memorable.
First of all Nsawam is one of the oldest SVD
missions in Ghana and it currently hosts three
important dimensions of our missionary activities
in the province. Secondly, life begins and ends at
Nsawam because it hosts the cemetery of the SVD.
It is also where we have the Catholic Conference
Centre (CCC) for spiritual renewal and biblical
conferences and the St Martin’s Senior High
School founded by the SVD to provide quality
secondary education for Ghanaian boys and girls.
But most importantly Nsawam is well known for its
Orthopedic Training Centre, built since 1961.
It is this same Nsawam that became the
centre of focus and intriguing for our Founder’s
Day, 24th January 2014. Not only had a mighty tree
fallen on this day but an important story had been
written in the SVD history book: Bro Tarcisius de
Ruyter is no more; he has been called into eternal
glory on the Solemnity of Saint Arnold Janssen
whose spirit and vision he has dedicatedly
followed to serve the people of Ghana. Indeed the
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man behind the OTC is gone out of sight but the
magnificent handiwork of the centre lies behind
him like a story written for generation to come.
Born in the Netherlands on
4 December, 1925, Bro Tarcisius, as he is dearly
called all over Ghana, heeded the religious
missionary calling and following the charism of
Saint Arnold, he came to Ghana on 14 May 1961.
In 1961 he founded the Orthopedic Training Centre
th

and ensured its growth and
administration until he gave up his
spirit on the last day. Some people
considered his death on the
Founder’s day as a mark of his
selfless service and missionary
sacrifice in the example of saint
Arnold Janssen.
On that fateful day, around
10 am GMT, Bro. Tarcisius
complained that he was not
feeling well and was rushed to a
nearby
hospital
in Nsawam.he could
nearby hospital in
Nsawam.
Unfortunately
not hold on to life. His sudden demise came as a
surprise to many people even though we have all
been aware of his unstable health conditions for
these past years. Since he arrived in Ghana, he has
invested his missionary effort into making the
Orthopaedic Centre a place of hope for disabled
Ghanaians and others in the West African subregion with assistance from the Sisters of Notre
Dame. As a result, his death ran like a wild fire all
over the country and a crowd of mourners thronged
the centre to console and sympathized with
confreres, the inmates, friends and staff of OTC.
The whole centre was meticulously draped
with traditional mourning colours, red and black
and the atmosphere in the centre when his death
was announced showed how the people loved and
treasured him. In his life time, he demonstrated his
great interest in Gregorian chants and these he sang
and recorded. These recorded plain chants were the
time to replay all the chants he recorded to refresh
the memories of his admirers and also honour him
for leaving a mark behind his name.
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On 30th January, a wake-keeping was held
at the premises of OTC with a Mass presided over
by Most Rev. Gabriel Kumordji, SVD Bishop of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Donkorkrom. The sermon was
delivered by Fr. John Straathof who recalled the
days of young Bro. Tarcisius and the struggles he
went through to set up the OTC. There were a
number of confreres and other priests present
including the Most Rev. Joseph Afrifa-Agyekum and
Frs Thomas D’Mello our Provincial Superior and
George Angmor the Vice Provincial. Also present
were the nephew and other family members of the
deceased from the Netherlands. The numerous
tributes that were read at the wake-keeping
recounted the dedication Bro Tarcisius gave to his
work, the love he had for the inmates and his
collaborators and the assistance he had given to
many people.
The funeral Mass was held on 31st January
2014 at St. Joseph the Worker Parish at Adoagyiri
where Bro Tarcisius had offered some pastoral
assistance during his lifetime. The Mass was
presided over by Most Rev. Joseph Afrifa-Agyekum,
Bishop of Koforidua Diocese and the sermon was
delivered by Bishop Kumordji who was emphatic on
the tireless efforts of Bro. Tarcisius in establishing
the OTC which he developed together with Sr.
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Elizabeth, SSND. “At his age of 87”, he said, “Bro.
Tarcisius was still working from his wheelchair”.
He really witnessed as a great missionary of the
SVD. He was laid to rest at the SVD cemetery at
Adoagyiri.
Other Bishops who came to mourn with us
at the funeral were Most Rev. Vincent Boi-Nai,
SVD, Bishop of Yendi and Most Rev. Matthias
Nketsia, Archbishop of Cape Coast. Also present
among the numerous sympathizers were Ms.
Helen Ntoso, the Eastern regional Minister of
Ghana, the Chief of Adoagyiri, representatives of
various Non-Governmental Organizations, and
Friends of the SVD. Indeed, Bro Tarcisius has left a
memorable legacy in the SVD and the whole of
Ghana and his story will continue to be told for
the generations to come. His effort has been
appreciated in and beyond Ghana and he has
been recognized by the Ghanaian government
when he was awarded “The Head of State Award
for services to Ghana and humanity” in 1999. This
recognition is also demonstrated in the tributes
that were offered in his memory and a number of
them
can
be
found
on
our
website: www.svdghana.org. May his gentle soul
rest in peace.

Online Forum:
An encrypted page has been created on our website
www.svdghana.org
Please sign up to join the forum on matters of interest for the
growth of the province
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CCROM

The 2013 end of year Cross Cultural Reflection On Ministry (CCROM) Workshop brought together a number
of confreres and some of our Holy Spirit Sisters to the Divine Word Catholic Conference Centre last December 2013.
The workshop took participants through the basics of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) under the theme,” managing
the information of bereavement” and breaking it to those concerned.
It was facilitated by Fr. Alphonse Amanor, SVD and Sr. Bridget Agbenyo, HDR. Making his presentation,
Fr. Alphonse explained that the experience of bereavement should not be limited to only the loss of life; ‘yes,
bereavement is about loss, any type of loss; it could be a loss of a property, a loss of a limb, or It could be the loss of a
status and so on’, he emphasised. He said, in our own lives, we may have experienced a lot of bereavement without
noticing them. Our parishioners may be suffering from all kinds of bereavements which we may brush off. However,
he said we should give attention to any kind of bereavement. Some insights into clinical pastoral care can help us
address some of the cases of bereavement.
Sr. Bridget on her part took participants through the six steps to communicate effectively to a bereaved person, and
these were treated under the acronym ‘SPIKES’:
Setting: The setting for the communication is very important. Sometimes not all present with the recipient of the
message of bereavement are entitled to the information. When it becomes necessary, excuse those people and get the
person into an environment which is relaxing. It is useful to have a glass of water and some tissues or handkerchiefs
readily available. The water could help in case the person dries up or the message chokes him or her. Water is
therapeutic.
Perception: What does the client know? Find out from other sources what the person know already of the situation
before you proceed.
Invitation: Who do you invite for the information? It may be prudent to know who to tell, not everyone should hear
the information. In your own judgement see how much the client want to know; to which extent can the person take
the news?
Knowledge: Do not go on hearsay; find out the facts before you break it.
Emotion: Responding to the feelings of the bereaved is crucial; the person may grow wild by the news, so you must
be strong or call for help. Allow the person to grieve or cry. Do not give the news and run away, you have to be there
to see the reactions and respond accordingly.
Subsequent: Plan the next step and faithfully follow-up.
According to the facilitator as much as possible we should avoid the ‘Messiah complex’ where the priest says
to the bereaved for example, ‘I am there for you, call me anytime you need me.’ Do not promise to visit and fail; if
one cannot fulfil the visit, it is crucial that one calls to explain, as disappointments can exacerbate the grief.
Sr. Bridget also spoke about how to relate ‘bad’ news to children. According to her, we should not use jargon
when we are dealing with children. For example, telling the child that ‘daddy has travelled, kicked the bucket etc. Tell
the child everything you need to say as honestly as possible. Tell her: ‘daddy is dead’. We must be honest to answer
the child’s question.
Evaluating the Workshop, the participants expressed their satisfaction and requested further discussions on
this theme during the next CCROM. The coordinator made it clear that the CCROM is no longer for the under 5s
(confreres who have been working in the Province for less than five years) but it is an ongoing formation programme
for all confreres in the Ghana Province, as it addresses pertinent pastoral issues in the Province.
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ANNUAL CONVENTION OF AFRICAN
RELIGIOUS UNION, GHANA (ARUG)
Most Rev. Gabriel E. Kumordji, SVD, Bishop of
Donkorkrom Vicariate has called on consecrated persons
in the Catholic Church to return to the reading of the
Bible instead of reading only its commentaries. The
Bishop was speaking at the 38th National Annual
Convention of the African Religious Union of Ghana
(ARUG) held at the Bl. Pope John XXIII Centre,
University of Development Studies (UDS) Campus, Wa
in the Upper West region from 7th – 11th January 2014.
The theme that was chosen for this year’s
convention is “Harnessing Cultural Differences to
Enhance Religious Community Life”. Speaking on the
theme, Most Rev. Vincent Sowah Boi-Nai, SVD the
Bishop of Yendi Diocese, who was the Guest Speaker,
revealed the numerous challenges that religious
communities face as a result of cultural differences.
Bishop Boi-Nai enumerated several factors that he
believes accentuate cultural differences. These include:
Enculturation process, Ethnocentrism, Conflict of values,
Cultural assumptions, etc.
In his opinion, the diverse world views of
religious men and women are due to the different
backgrounds of their orientation such as family
socialization, nationality, education, formation, etc. As a
result, there is the need for religious communities to
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bridge their cultural differences. The Bishop therefore
proposed five (5) elements that could be harnessed from
cultural diversities to build a genuine religious
community. These are:






The need to go beyond oneself
The need to build healthy relations in the
community
Emphasis on cultural sensitivity
The need to stress on universal values
The need to move from ethnocentrism to ethnorelativism

The ARUG, which seeks to unite all African
Religious men and women, drew over hundred delegates
to the convention. In his opening speech, the National
President, Rev. Fr. Cyprian Kuupol, SVD stressed the
need to harness the elements of the different cultures we
find in our various religious communities to build
effective community life. He highlighted his presentation
with reflections from the previous convention held in
Cape Coast under the theme, “Promoting Justice and
Peace for Effective Community living”.
Other activities that took place include various fun
games that saw the religious men and women interacting
with the St. John International and Marshallans and their
Ladies Auxiliaries in the St. Andrew Cathedral of the Wa
Diocese.
By Fr. Samuel Yaw Adu, SVD

Robert Baba Yinamyah shares from the mission
He was ordained in 2009 and arrived in Paraguay in 2010 to begin
his missionary life. After studying Spanish for six months, he was
attached to a parish to practise his Spanish. He later did a full year
of pastoral work as a way of insertion into the Paraguayan culture.
He was then assigned as an assistant Parish Priest at the Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish at Juan Leon
Mallorquin. The parish has 36 outstations. The majority of the roads leading to these villages are not tarred
and the farthest is about 20km from the main parish. According to him the ones that are close by are visited
twice a week while the rest are visited once a week.
Asked whether he was having some expectations before he went to Paraguay, he responded in the negative
because as a seminarian he participated in a presentation made on the Paraguayan mission by two Ghanaian
confreres Rex Vegbey and Dominic Asare who were working there at the time. ‘So before arriving in
Paraguay I was somehow prepared as to what to expect especially in the area of liturgical celebrations and the
people’s participation which may appear boring.’ He added.
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He said in spite of this background information, he was still
shocked especially when he was whirled right from the airport
upon arrival to take part in a Mass and was asked to concelebrate
even without knowing neither ‘a’ nor ‘b’ in Spanish. “To my
utmost surprise, coming from Ghana with all the vibrant singing
and participation at liturgical celebrations, there was only one
person with a guitar singing and the people seemed to be just
looking on”, he exclaimed.
“Another thing that caught my attention”, he continued, “was that one day, I was requested to preside over a
Mass and there was a lady all dressed in white which obviously was for me that it was a wedding but was
wondering why the priest did not tell me that there was going to be a wedding. So when I asked where the
groom was, it was then that I was told it was not a wedding but a mass for a ‘quinceñera’ that is, when a girl is
15, she is considered a woman, and so she is brought by the family amidst all the pageantry for a Thanksgiving
Mass”.
Asked how he sees the church in Paraguay as compared to the Church in Ghana, he observes that, with his
experience, the people see the Church more as administrator of sacraments and sacramentals. ‘Practically all
children are baptised and receive the other sacraments but after that what?’ He wondered.
Father Robert said, ‘One thing that struck me was the fact that apart from having godparents for baptism,
couples who get married also have godparents to help them in their marriage life as new couples.’ He thinks it
is something worth emulating in Ghana.
Challenges: It is difficult to let would-be couples understand the importance of pre-marital catechesis and if I
try to insist, they claim ‘you Africans are too strict’. In the diocese where I work, there is practically no
interaction between the diocesan priests and the religious. The few occasions where we interact are the times the
Bishop has information to pass on to us and actually these are often very brief.
On provincial level, he said, every parish contributes 5% of its income to the SVD and it is an agreement with
the local bishop and it is quite effective. This could be adopted by Ghana. According to him, from his
observation the SVD-managed parishes in Accra are in a position to contribute financially to the Province as it is
the case in Paraguay. He said he was surprised that this is not the practice. It needs to be taken seriously. In
Paraguay, there are four big schools which contribute financially to the Province. ‘Ghana Province needs to take
a critical look at these things’. He concluded.
Father has since returned to his mission in Paraguay. We wish him well in his missionary activities.
Fr. Robert Baba Yinamyah Visits the CFC Community
Frt. Mana BIDAHOU Jacques, SVD

On the 7th February, Fr. Baba as he is fondly called visited the Tamale Common Formation Centre to
share his mission experiences in Paraguay with us. According to him the academic formation coupled with the
formation acquired from CFC laid a solid foundation for him to be effective in his mission. He then called the
fratres to be diligent in whatever they study because that can surely be helpful in their future ministry as
missionaries.
Fr. Robert encouraged the fraters to go to the mission to acquire some experiences. His rich experiences in
Paraguay, make him to feel very proud to be an SVD missionary. At the end of the sharing, fraters asked some
practical questions. One of the questions was on the nature of the apostolate the SVDs in Paraguay are engaged in.
To this, he said the SVD is involved in the biblical apostolate, parish apostolate and a special apostolate with the
indigenous Guaranis. On food, he said that he is coping well and once a while the African missionaries come
together to cook some African dishes.
In the end he gave us some pieces of advice and motivated us to appreciate our vocation to be SVD missionaries. He
said the mission is still wide and the world is in need of religious missionaries. We are very grateful to Fr. Baba for
coming all the way to the north to visit. We encourage other missionaries not to forget to visit us and to share their
experiences with us.
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TAMALE

Recently, the religious congregations, working
tirelessly in the Tamale archdiocese, gathered in the
chapel of the Carmelite Sisters, to joyfully celebrate the
feast of the Presentation of the Lord – a day set apart by
the Universal Church to celebrate the religious life.
During the Mass presided over by Most Rev. Philip
Naameh the metropolitan Archbishop of Tamale, with
scores of religious men and women, they expressed
their gratitude to the Lord for the gift of their vocation
and also for the gift of those among whom they live
their vocation and exercise their ministries. The
melodious and angelic voices of the CFC choir were a
special artistic gem that gave a solemn and festive
touch to the liturgy.
In his homily, the Archbishop exhorted the
religious to renew their commitment in the service of
the Lord according to their various gifts. He also invited
them to go beyond simply believing in God, and truly
entrust their entire life into the hands of God. He
entreated them to make their own the words of Saint
Teresa of Avila: “I am yours; I was born for you, what is
your will for me?” By doing so they may avail
themselves to the will of God and serve Him better, he
reiterated.
Earlier on, the archbishop gave a talk on “the
problems that are facing religious life today.” According
to him, believers who lived the experience of Christ’s
love for them in a very personal and particular way was
such that they could not live like the ordinary person,
they have to order their life in such an extraordinary
way to reflect their gratitude for the experience of
being saved and being intimately loved. And this is the
root and foundation of religious life. Problems
therefore arise when religious fail to have that intimate
experience of faith with the Lord. The postmodern
culture that stresses science and technology as the
answer to all problems can easily inhibit the genuine
fascination with the love of Christ that many Religious
Founders and Foundresses experienced long ago, the
prelate emphasized.
There is also the problem of a breakdown of
community life and experience. The new slogan is
therefore: ‘everybody for himself/herself and God for
all’. Individualism, which is finding its way into
religious orders, is destroying the joy of living together
as a family. A lack of certain asceticism is weakening
religious life. The archbishop noted that religious must
be “the flavor and yeast of Christianity at all time.”
Unfortunately, the joyful well balanced austerity and
deliberate determined renunciations are being
neglected today. This endangers “the spirit of living the
evangelical counsels”, he added.

Participants with the Archbishop of Tamale

Another important striking negative influence of
these postmodern ideas on religious life is certainly the
misinterpretation of the evangelical counsels.
Everything becomes relative. For instance actual
poverty is said to no longer be feasible. Religious opt to
live a more comfortable and secured life. They have
become more materialistic and “find ways and means to
avoid actual poverty.” They fail to work in such a way
that everybody could see that “God alone is the true
security”. Besides this, complete celibacy in following
the chaste Christ is widely held today to be a thing of
the past. The modern man tries wrongly to proof that it
is meaningless. It is said, according to the archbishop,
“to be either psychologically harmful or sociological
unproductive and emotionally unhealthy”. And this
falsehood is well spread by the media tarnishing
therefore the true value of Chastity. However, what the
media certainly fail to spread is the fact that whereas
every day we hear of people dying because they engage
in uncontrolled sexual activity, there has not been a
single report that someone died because he or she did
not engage in sexual activity. Concerning the vow of
Obedience, many view it as an attack on individual
human rights. Thus, religious governance, which is
normally based on faith, has suffered the onslaught of
the modern thinkers. Even some religious today, are
afraid of using terms like Superiors; they now talk
about ‘Congregational Leaders. This is a clear influence
of secularism’, Most Rev. Philip stressed.
For him, being a religious is neither a job nor a
project, it is not something we achieve on our own, it is
a fascination for this wonderful God who freely loved
and saved me. Thus “nothing can come between me and
the love of God.” if this is well understood then
everything else becomes secondary. So, a “religious
who desires to be ordinary in the sense of being like
everyone else lives a life of infidelity to the
consecration”, he stressed. Thus, this religious will risk
falling into the dangers of post-modern ideas.
After the Mass, the CFC community hosted all
the participants to a fraternal sharing of lots of food and
drinks. The agape was spiced with lots of jokes and
anecdotes of personal experiences.
Frt. Martin Kotchoffa, SVD
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Adeemmra stories… our confrere missed a bullet
One Owusu a farmer of about 55 years in Adeemmra on the hot afternoon of the 22 nd of February
went to a friend and borrowed a gun with the pretext of having trapped an antelope and needed a gun to
shoot the animal. Little did the friend know that the gun was meant for four ‘human antelopes’, three
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) members and our confrere Edward Simatupang the Priest in charge of St.
Mary’s Church, Adeemmra in the Afram Plains. Owusu took the gun and marched straight to the house of
Mr. Gasinu, the PPC president to effect his evil plan. Fortunately, Mr. Gasinu was away to his farm. He then
marched to the rectory and called out for Fr. Edward but the cook came out only to meet Owusu with a
gun in hand. Fortunately, our confrere was not in the house. The cook was so terrified and the news
spread which led to the arrest of Owusu and arraigned before the District Magistrate court, Donkorkrom.
A first hearing took place at the court and on the second hearing our confrere Edward was invited
by the court to give witness to the case on the 11th of March.
According to the witness, neighbours knew the farmer as very abusive. On one of the occasions
when he was beating the wife, the latter run to seek refuge at the rectory. For fear of returning to his
house, the woman requested for a place of refuge for a short time whilst she searched for accommodation
in town. For fear of exposing the woman to danger, our confrere offered her a room in the old catechist
house on the church’s premises. According to Fr. Simatupang, Owusu was visiting the wife and the children
and brought supplies and eating with them. No one could explain the cause for the change of events that
Owusu decided to line up some of the church elders whom he claimed have connived with the Parish
priest to take away his wife from him. In answer to that action of Owusu in court, the latter said he asked
the wife to return home but she refused to do so and so he felt probably the wife was acting on the advice
of the church elders. Before the court he denied carrying a gun to the rectory.
In court, the Judge asked Fr. Simatupang what in his opinion should be the punishment to mete out
to the accused if he is found guilty. In response, Fr. pleaded for Owusu to return to take care of his three
children and to be of good behaviour.
In his words of exhortation, the Judge urged all to be vigilant as some people claimed they saw
Owusu holding a gun, yet no one did anything till he ended up at the mission premises in search of the
supposed trapped antelope. “Is the parish premises a forest to shoot antelopes?” He asked Owusu. The
magistrate continued that Fr. Edward acted out of sympathy especially for the children who made him to
take a risk of offering accommodation to the woman and the children. “A move which was highly risky, but
the priest did that for his concern for the safety of the children”, he said.
In sentencing Owusu, the magistrate told the court that he has accepted Fr. Simatupang’s
suggestion and so sentenced Owusu to 36 months of serving a bond of good behaviour; in default would
pay GH¢ 2,000 ($900) or six months in jail. In addition, as a Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) church member,
Owusu should call his pastor and his elders to go and apologise to Fr. Edward Simatupang and his elders.
In another development, Fr. Edward was surprised why the children who used to come to the rectory for
some food suddenly stopped the practice. He therefore investigated only to be told that a pastor had come to
Adeemmra and preached that the cook at the rectory is a witch and the meat she prepares for him is human flesh
under the guise of beef and the rice he eats is gravel. Edward says the so-called pastor is poaching a number of the
good Catholics who go with him for crusades. It is a big challenge to convince the people to disbelieve the suspicious
acts of the so-called pastor.

BISHOP BOWERS MEMORIAL SYMPOSIUM ON WED. 26TH MARCH @
5.30PM AT THE HOLY SPIRIT CATHEDRAL, ACCRA.
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Religious Day in honour of SVD 75th Anniversary
Members of various Religious Congregations working in Accra came together to celebrate Religious Day
on the 8 February at St. Charles Lwanga Parish, Abeka. This year’s was a special one as it was hosted by the
SVD in honour of the 75th Anniversary of our congregation in Ghana.
th

Fr. George Ossom-Batsa, a senior lecturer in Biblical studies at the University of Ghana Legon,
delivered a talk on the theme: Living and sharing the word of God we change the
world.
He said, to effectively put into practice living and sharing the word of
God to change the world, we need to know who we are. Referring to Dei
Verbum, he said religious life is born from the word of God; it is nourished by
the word of God. “As the Divine Word Missionaries celebrate 75 years of
missionary activity in Ghana, all of us religious men and women need to look
inward to ask a question which is ‘why is the word of God not having impact on
the Ghanaian society?” He said what motivates one to go to the mission is the
word of God.
There have been a lot of initiatives since time immemorial by
missionaries to translate the word of God and in Ghana this has happened with
translations of the word into local languages.
Following the talk was the celebration of the Eucharist presided over by
Fr. Ossom-Batsa. To climax the day was the socials where we shared a buffet
provided by Fr. Konrad Dreyer and his parishioners.

Mails

Dear Confreres,

Dear Confreres,
I have safely arrived in Hungary. I
wish to express my sincere
gratitude to all the confreres for
your
support
during
my
thanksgiving mass and home leave.
May God richly bless you all.
Contact:
FR. KPONOR LAWRENCE
KWASI, SVD
Názáret Missziósház
Bajcsy-Zsilinszky u. 3 - 5.
1223 Budapest
Hungary

By the grace of God and your prayers I have arrived in Leuven, Belgium
safe and sound. Our confreres Joshua Gariba and William Odeke Owire
(from Kenya) picked me up from Brussels' airport via train home. At home
they quickly fixed me something to eat and drink, later the rest of the
community welcomed me. In short, I was well received.
The weather has been a bit challenging but I am earnestly getting used to it.
The temperature in Ghana at the time we took off was 32 oC and when I
arrived in Belgium the temperature was 5 oC.
I have started lectures and all is well with me. Thank you all for your
support and prayers in diverse ways and may God bless and keep us till we
again.
Fr. Benjamin Asare, SVD
Studiehuise SVD, Leuven

Mobil: +36302342885
Skype ID: lkponor
Yahoo MSN: lkpono

K. Leopold I-straat 12
3000 Leuven
Belgium
Email: asbenbo@yahoo.co.uk
Phone: +32489757651
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Dei Verbum Ghana 2014
An intensive 40 days course in Biblical Pastoral Ministry
Venue: Divine Word Catholic Conference Centre, Adoagyiri-Nsawam

Date: 3rd August - 13th September 2014
Theme:
“Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road and explained the scriptures to us?”(Lk. 24;32)
Dear Fathers/Sisters/Brothers,
We run this course in close collaboration with the Catholic Biblical Federation (CBF), Biblical Centre for Africa and
Madagascar (BICAM) and the National Catholic Secretariat’s office of the Pastoral Care.
This is an excellent formation course for catechists, school chaplains, Sunday school teachers,
Catholic teachers and for anybody involved in Biblical Pastoral Ministry, male or female, lay,
religious or priest.
Why is this course offered?
This course is offered because of the great need of solid formation for ministers of the Word of God who are
immersed in the Scriptures.
“The faithful should be taught how to pray the Bible and live it, and not merely read it or discuss it. As far as
possible the faithful should be introduced to the correct principles for interpreting the Bible to forestall the danger of
fundamentalism and each member interpreting the Bible in his/her own way." (Pastoral guidelines, Ghana National
Pastoral Congress, 1997 page 3)
There are three major objectives of this course:
 Interiorization of the Word of God.
 Study of Scriptures for better understanding.
 Communication of the Word of God.
For whom is this course intended?

Course fee for the 40
days residential course:
GHc 450.00

The course is intended for anyone who is involved in the biblical apostolate or biblical pastoral ministry - men and
women, priests, religious, and lay people. Some previous involvement in Biblical Ministry is preferred but not
required. It is expected that participation in this course will lead to future involvement in Biblical Pastoral Ministry.
One week refresher course after one year: This is a special feature of this course. During their 40 days course the
participants work out a Biblical Pastoral Project, which they are to implement in their respective local church. After
one year the participants come back for a one week refresher course to share a project report and they will be given
an additional input.
The number of course participants is limited to 30 people. Please, register before 30th June 2014 using the attached
Application Form. More Application Forms are available at SVD Guest House Accra, the Catholic Book Centre Accra,
and NCS office of the Laity.
For further information, please contact:
Br. McDaniel Acquaah SVD
Fr. Alex Awuah-Osei SVD
Aurelia Okusu

Tel: 024 721 2214
Tel: 024 429 3373
Tel:024 4076390

E-mail: mcdanielacquaah@yahoo.com
E-mail: awuah.osei@hotmail.com
E-mail:sweetamanana@yahoo.com
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Worth Remembering

May

April

01

Albert Ziem

Birthday

03

Wumborti Bakilatob

Birthday

02

Gideon Davordzie

Feast day

03

Patrick Moroney

Birthday

03

Jacobson Dey

Feastday

04

Ronald Aming’a

Birthday

03

Jojo Monoth

Feastday

07

James Mburugu Kimathi Birthday

Birthday
03
Peter Wildenburg

+ 1984

09

Andrews Obeng-Aboagye Birthday

Birthday
04
Francis Allah

Birthday

09

Theodore v. Eijndthoven +2000

+05
2000 Joshua Garibah

Birthday

10

Marek Dabrowski

Birthday

05

Alexander P. Chandy

Birthday

13

Bawerima Bruno Wensan’na

Birthday

08

Stanislaw Gergont

Feast day

15

Archbishop Adolf Noser + 1981

09

Samuel Aboo

Birthday

15

Jean Michel Randriambololona

Birthday

09

George Makonzo Mondo

17

Stephen Osei Asante

Birthday

10

Samuel Yaw Adu

Birthday

18

Cletus Hodapp

+ 1967

10

Bruno Yirzie

Birthday

19

Alex Awuah-Osei

Birthday

12

John A. Asiedu

Birthday

20

Harold Lauck

+ 1990

13

Eugene Agyapong

Feastday

21

Konrad Dreyer

Feastday

14

Matthias King

Feastday

23

George Angmor

Feast day

14

Mathias Yaadar

Feastday

23

Bosco O’Connor

+ 2008

14

John McKillip

+ 1979

25

McDaniel Acquaah

Feast day

15

Samuel Victor Kusaga

Birthday

25

Emmanuel Anyomi

Birthday

25

Marek Dabrowski

Feastday

25

Marcus Hipólito

Feastday

25

Marek Kowalik

Feastday

26

David K. Tengey

Birthday

26

Joseph Skorupka

+ 1982

29

Thomas D’Mello

Birthday

01

Joseph Addai

Feastday

01

Kingsley Sagru-Larr

Feast day

01

Cyprian Kuupol

Birthday

01

Joseph Panabang

Feast day

16
17
18
19
20
21
21
22
22
22
25
25
26
27
30
31
31
31

Déomba Honoré Karo Feastday
Paul Ayitey
Birthday
Mariusz Pacula Birthday
Joseph Youta Djiba
Birthday
Bernard Assenyoh
Birthday
John Ohene Akuffo
Birthday
Charles S MacCarthy Bithday
Emmanuel Anyomi
Feast day
Emile K Dzokpe.
Feastday
Emil Setsoafia
Birthday
Boniface Issaka
Birthday
Fr. Otto Welter
+ 2003
Wladyslaw Madziar
Birthday
George Wilson
+ 1985
Frank Quainoo
Birthday
Maxwell Wullar
Birthday
Alphonse Elsbernd
+ 1997
Patrick Murphy
+ 2011

02

Gideon Davordzie

Feast day

May

Bir

